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the origin of Gilgit there figures a fairy king whose soul is
in the snows and who can only perish by fire.1

In   Greek  tales,  ancient  and   modern, the  idea  of an Theextei
external soul is not uncommon.    When Meleager was seven [J^Q^
days old, the Fates appeared to his mother and told her stories.
that Meleager would die when the brand which was blazing Meleager
on the hearth had burnt down.    So his mother snatched the ^<fbrand
brand from the fire and kept it In a box.    But in after-years,
being enraged at her son for slaying her brothers, she burnt
the brand in the fire and Meleager expired in agonies, as if
flames were preying on his vitals.2    Again, Nisus King of Nisus and
Megara had a purple or golden hair on the middle of his ^^ein
head, and it was fated that whenever the hair was pulled out hair.
the king should die.    When Megara was besieged by the
Cretans, the king's daughter Scylla fell in love with Minos,
their king, and pulled out the fatal hair from her father's
head.     So   he  died.3    Similarly  Poseidon   made   Pterelaus Ptereiaus
immortal by giving him a golden hair on his head.     But tofder?
when   Taphos, the   home   of  Pterelaus,  was  besieged   by hair.
Amphitryo,   the   daughter  of   Pterelaus   fell   in  love   with
Amphitryo and killed her father by plucking out the golden
hair with which his life was bound up.4    In a modern Greek Modern
folk-tale a man's strength lies in three golden hairs on his
head.    When his mother pulls them out, he grows weak and
timid and is slain by his enemies.5    Another Greek story, in
which we may perhaps detect a reminiscence of Nisus and
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